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States  in   1913.   For   an   account   of   the
Montessori Method see KINDERGARTEN.

Monteverde, Claudio (1568-1643), Ital-
ian musical composer and inventor of the
'free style' of composition, was horn at Cre-
mona. He was the first to employ unprepared
dissonances, which led the way to the great-
est achievements of modern music.

Montevideo, capital and largest city of
the republic of Uruguay, is situated on the
n. shore of the estuary of the La Plata river.
It is built on a peninsula jutting out from
the mainland to the w. and inclosing the bay
which forms the harbor. Wool, hides, meats,
animal fats, and livestock are the principal ex-
ports. The total value of foreign trade is
about $67,000,000 annually. Montevideo is
the chief railroad center of the country, and
has communication by steamer with the
United States and Europe. The first settle-
ment of the town was made in 1726; a cen-
tury later (1828) it became the capital of the
newly formed republic of Banda Oriental;
p. 683,000.

Montezuma I. (c. 1390-1469), an Aztec
ruler who followed Itzcoatl as king of Mex-
ico in 1440. At his death the Aztecs were
masters of a broad tract of land extending
from the Pacific southeast to the Gulf of
Mexico, and the empire was in a prosperous
condition.

Montezuma II. (c. 1479-1520), surnamed
Xocoyotzin, war chief of the Aztec confed-
eracy at the time of the landing of Cortes
in Mexico. He greatly extended the limits of
Aztec domination and subjugated many new
provinces; but he permitted Cortes to reach
the^ capital city, Tenochtitlan or Mexico,
without opposition, receiving him with hon-
ors and'gifts (November, 1519), only to be
seized by the Spaniards, and held as hostage.
One story is that in the ensuing attack on
their quarters he was killed at the hands of
his own people while pleading with them to
desist; another that he was slain by the
Spaniards.

Montferrat, Duchy of, formerly an inde-
pendent duchy of Italy, between Piedmont;
Milan, and Genoa. The house provided many
crusaders, being celebrated as the defender of
Tyre .against Saladin.

Montfort, Simon de, Earl of Leicester
(?i2o8-65), one of the prominent figures in
the development of the English constitution
was of French birth, but inherited his English
title from his grandmother. In 1229 he went
to England, and was confirmed in his title
and estates. He married the sister of Henry

in. in 1238. In 1258 the discontent then rife
in the country came to a head, and the barons
appeared in arms at the Parliament at West-
minster. The result was the Provisions of
Oxford, which admitted the barons to a
share in the administration. In 1261 the king
repudiated the Provisions of Oxford, and
eventually Simon de Montfort, at the head
of the forces of the barons, defeated the
king's army at Lewes (1264). After the bat-
tle a new agreement was drawn up, and in
the Parliament which was to assist the king's
council we find the prototype of the modern
English Parliament, with representation for
all classes. Simon de Montfort was unable
to maintain his hold over the barons. In 1265
the young prince Edward defeated Montfort
at Evesham, Montfort being killed.

Montgomery, Sir Bernard Law (1887-
), British general, was born in Ulster,
Ireland. He served in World War I, and
afterward became staff officer. In World War
II he was made a major general and took the
Third Division to France. In 1942 he was
made head of the British 8th Army in Africa,
and led it to victory from Alexandria across
1,400 miles of Africa and into Italy. In 1943
he was made commander of the British forces
to attack in Europe, under Gen. Eisenhower.
He was later made field marshal and as such
accepted the surrender of all German forces
in Holland, Denmark and northern Germany,
May 1945. He represented Great Britain on
the Allied Control Commission.

Montgomery, city, capital of Alabama and
county seat of Montgomery co. It is an im-
portant jobbing and commercial center, han-
dling a large shipping trade in cotton, timber,
coal, iron, fruit, vegetables, horses, mules,
hogs, and cattle. The surrounding country is
known as the 'Black Belt,' which is very
fertile. It was founded in 1817. In 1846 it
became the State capital, and in early 1861
the capital of the Confederacy;'p. 78,084.

Month, the interval of time between one
new moon and the next. Its mean length of
29.53059 days varies, owing to the eccen-
tricity of the lunar and terrestrial orbits, to
the extent of thirteen hours.

Monticello, estate of Thomas Jefferson,
situated in Albemarle co., Virginia, 2j^ miles
southeast of Charlottesville. The house stands
on a hill and commands a fine view. It was
built in 1770, is an interesting example of the
architecture of the period, and was one of
the finest residences of that time in the
South. Jefferson was buried on the estate.

Montluc, Blaise de Lasseran, Seigneur